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SUFFERING FROM GAS PAINS?  
 
 No, I am not talking about what happens when you eat pizza with too much pepperoni, 
�R�Q�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���F�K�L�S�R�W�O�H���S�H�S�S�H�U�V�������,�¶�P���W�D�O�N�L�Q�J���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�D�W���G�R�Z�Q���G�H�H�S���I�H�H�O�L�Q�J���L�Q���W�K�H���S�L�W���R�I���\�R�X���V�W�R�P�D�F�K���W�K�D�W��
grips you when you are filling your vehicles with gasoline and you watch the rotating dollar gauge 
spin wildly reaching $50+ just before your knees begin to buckle.  It makes me so sick I refuse to 
watch the pump gauge anymore and turn by attentions to cleaning windows and kicking the tires.  It 
is ridiculous how much the price of gas has gone up recently. 
 During the winter months I drive my 4x4 pickup truck to work.  Needless to say, it does not 
get anywhere near the gas mileage that my Miatas get.  As soon as the weather permits, I try to park 
the truck and drive the Miata because of the improved gas mileage it provides.  The bottom line is 
that it is easier on the pocketbook.  The weather this year has not cooperated very well in letting me 
do that since we have had many storms rolling through and most of them targeting weekends.  The 
strange weather patterns have made it very difficult to plan any kind of top down activities so far this 
year, but we hope things will change soon for the better. 
 Given that we own one of the best vehicles for gas mileage, what are some of the other the 
things we can do to help our Miatas get the best gas mileage they can?  Well, one of the most over-
looked items is tire pressure. This should be checked monthly to keep rolling resistance down and 
insure better tire wear.  Be sure to check those air filters under your hood.  If they are dirty, gas con-
sumption goes up.  Fuel filters cannot be ignored either.  Of course routine oil changes and tune-ups 
are very important too.  All of these have a cumulative effect on engine performance and gas savings.  
�1�R�Z���K�H�U�H���L�V���W�K�H���L�W�H�P���W�K�D�W���\�R�X���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���G�R�Q�¶�W���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���K�H�D�U�������<�R�X���F�D�Q���V�D�Y�H���D���O�R�W���R�I���J�D�V���E�\���M�X�V�W���V�O�R�Z�L�Q�J��
down a little.  When driving a performance car like the Miata, it is tough to keep your foot out of it 
because it will decrease your driving pleasure.  However, according to the consumer experts, every 

 


