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Winter Blahs! Upcoming Events

pv Boy, do | have the Winter Blahs. Club Waiver Form 10
*',. As | have talked to other mem- February Calendar 11
bers this month, they have felt the
same way. | am so happy that |
have the Miata Club Member's
Cruise to the Western Caribbean
to look forward to at the end of
this month. | am sure many of Vice President:
» = you are too! It will be so nice to
— Ei'%.‘_mget away from the temperature
S : inversions that | know Salt Lake
- = and Utah Counties have and to
get into some clean, fresh, and Dave Porter
WARM, air. Next month at the
time this newsletter comes out, Editor:
Gordy Nicholl and | will be Scuba Diving in Grand Cayman and Cozumel in warm, delightful water.
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Our wives will be swimming with the Stingrays and snorkeling
in those same warm waters. It has been exceptionally cold
lately and we have had a lot of snow on and off. | have been
dying to get my new Miata out on the road but every time |
have a day that | am able to get out, it seems to start snowing
or the roads are all wet and icy. It has been one month since |
got it and | haven't even had it out of the garage. | am glad |
got a new battery tender for my birthday as | have had it in
constant use this past month. How do we address the Winter
Blahs? Obviously, going away on a Winter Vacation to a sunny
warm climate is one of the best ways. But, unfortunately, one
has to accept the reality of knowing that the vacation only lasts
a little over one week. We have many more weeks of Winter
left. It seems like Winter weather doesn't seem to bother most
people all the way up through Christmas and until New Years,
as we all like to have a White Christmas and after all, what is
the Holidays without snow. After it gets to be the first of the
year it seems to drag on until the blossoms hit the trees and
the grass starts turning green again. Most of the people | know
are summer people and hate winter. There are the few who
are skiers and snowmobilers and therefore breeze through the
winter months ok, but most are anxiously awaiting the warm
weather. It seems that | like to see more movies in the winter
than in the warmer months. | know | don't go out as much
and would rather be home with the fireplace on and watching
a movie in the home theater. It seems like we are indoors
much more and play more board or card games. | can actually
practice my golf swing or my tennis backhand as well as play
baseball on my Nintendo Wii that | got for Christmas. Lynn
spends time do more crafts and scrap booking and developing
photos that we have taken through the year. | personally don't
mind the winter at all as | like the change of the seasons. Win-
ter really makes me look forward to the warmer weather and
top down driving. No matter what your perspective is on Win-
ter, the fact remains is that we just have to get through it. |
wish it would snow like crazy, especially in the mountains as
we need the water each year so desperately. | have been
spending my time getting geared up at work and doing several
trade shows related to my business. It will soon get into my
busy season which is the spring season. This seems to help me
get through the dreary winter days and the days always seem
to go by quicker when you are busy. Anyway, this year we will
have an extra day, an extra 24 hours that we normally don't
have, with it being Leap Year this year in February. Itis also a
good time to take and plan some summer driving trips and
things you want to do in your Miata. Gear up for the year and
plan some fun things that you want us all to get involved in!

Z00m Z00m !
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New Member Spotlight

By Tammy Robinson

some newer members of our
= club that we are glad to intro-
———= duce to you. Kirk and Janet
~== have 2 kids in high schooal,
:;; ages 18 (senior) and 15
.~ (sophomore). They go to
- Grantsville High. Kirk and
y Janet have been trying to
) keep up with them. They like
to go on trips; they went to
Hawaii and went to San Diego at a beach house last year. They
were in San Diego when the big fires were there but it all
worked out fine, they weren't affected. They like to travel to-
gether as a family. They live in Stansbury Park and have been
there 12 years. Before that they came from Bountiful, which is
where they bought their '02 White Miata. It was a fluke that he
ended up buying it. He has always wanted it but was actually
looking for a car for his son. While he was looking he thought
about how he had a truck and could use something newer, more
gas efficient (more fun) and ended up buying himself the Miata.
He started looking for an older one so he could fix it up last
spring but the person whose Miata he looked at told him it was-
n't any good in the winter. Then he ended up with one anyway.
He hasn't been on any drives or club events yet but looks for-



Page 3

ward to being able to do it this year. They have plenty of vehi-
cles and this is used as his commuter toy. Most of their hobbies
and interests are geared around their family and their teens are
at fun ages right now and like to do things with their parents.
They like to travel with them. He says they lead a pretty low key
life, nothing too crazy (thank goodness). Kirk works for Bard

Medical company and has been there 10 yrs. Janet is a hairstyl-
ist in Taylorsville. They can't wait for some warm days to go top
down. They would like to eventually move to Southern Utah
(less cold). Probably many years down the road. They love it in
Stansbury Park; it is just rural enough for them and close
enough to the I-80 and conveniences to keep them happy.

Member Spotlight
By Tammy Robinson

I was going down the list of Miata club members and came
upon the names of Bill and Wanda Bates. | called them to see if
they would be willing to be in the Member Spotlight this month.
Bill answered the phone and when | told him | would like to do
the spotlight on him and Wanda, he said "That sounds enter-
taining. | will let you talk to her." Then he handed the phone to
Wanda. When | told her that one of the excuses the Miata mem-
bers have given me for why they don't want to have a spotlight

done on them is that they

you call me back, I'm not interesting. You make up something
€ you ask the questions and |
ing."

Well, here is the deal. | had a good long chat with Wanda and
she thinks you all know her and Bill so well that there will be
nothing in this article that you don't already know. So we de-
cided this: some of this article will be factual, some fictional.
You decide which is which. There will be a quiz at the end and
the person who emails me the most correct answers will be
posted in the next month's newsletter. Well, this was meant as a
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joke, but doesn't sound like too bad an idea to me, so here
goes.

Well, then Wanda asks me "So what are you going to write in
this article?" " Just make up something good." Well, Wanda,
maybe | will. What would y'all think of that? | could use some

imagination...

Wanda told me she hasn't been out much lately to the Miata
meetings because she is a freak about driving in bad weather
since she crunched the red car. Winter driving is not in her

comfort zone. She did tell me her "little red zipper" was the

most important inanimate object that she has ever cried over.

She cried and cried over that one when it was wrecked. That
was her favorite Miata.

She used to have fun with her two Miatas, one red with white
stripes and black interior and the other black with the same
white stripes and a red interior. She said she enjoyed driving
one someplace and the next day driving the other one to the
same place. She confused many people that way.

Wanda has been the club president before and has an interest-
ing story about how she became president. Back then the
president had more responsibilities including the newsletter.
To get everyonebds attention
taurant at the first meeting that she conducted as President.
She told everyone she didn't like the term President, from now
on she would be known as their queen. She was just kidding
but some people wonoét | et her fo

Wand

She had a lot of fun being president but her mom had some

health issues and she gave up the reins to Richard Teasdale.
After that she was Secretary for a while and then has been Vice
President too.

Most of us know she has done major work on the Miatas in
Moab (Thank you Wanda). For all of you who missed the
main entertainment at the pool, about 11:30 the first night, we
are sorry.

Wanda said that Bill used to wear this super ugly hat like Hoss
from Bonanza. "We would drive around 70 miles or so an hour
and it would never blow off." "Lots of people noticed it. It was
hideously ugly but | don't let him wear it anymore."

fi ar e rshetsaid tiey &g tikesotidi cougl® He is duiet arsd &hieds loudd e y

Until you get to know him. Then he can be quite talkative. She

knows dhe is a0 chatterliox. @Heymhkokehwere ger own wads!p s t -
They just celebrated 27 years of being married. Wanda says

that is pretty good. She can't believe any man could tolerate

her that long! "Bill is my right hand man", she said.

Bill is the photographer for Cabellas. He takes pictures of all
the guns that come in to Cabella's and then they are uploaded
to the internet and sold all over the place. Bill loves his guns
and collects them. He puts up with Wanda and rides his bike,
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too. Wanda is more into biking than Bill. They do have fun rid-
ing together. He is techno savvy on the computer and has to fix
things for Wanda. Bill is the intellect and brainiac of the family.
He can read something and it sticks in his head forever. He
loves to research things and spends lots of time studying things
online. Bill's list: guns, cars, pizza, beer, grouse hunting, pho-
tography and surfing the net.

The Miata club has given Bill and Wanda a social life. They have
gotten some of their dearest, closest friends from their associa-
tions with the Miata club. They have a 1994 Laguna Blue Miata
that has less than 40, 000 miles on it. That makes Wanda sad as
she thinks that these cars should be out and about getting
driven. It is Jeff Moon's fault that the Miata is parked in the
garage and that Wanda is now riding her bike more. The Tour
de Cure got her hooked and now she rides the bike a lot more
during the summer. She has a lot of fun riding her bike. Wanda
says if there are any quotes in here she doesn't like | will have to
do a correction because she will deny it and tell everyone "I
never said that". Well, | guess that would just be my imagina-
tion running away with me again..

Miata Moment

By Steve Beckstead

| thought you all might be interested in this little Miata Mo-
ment: a Winter driving solution that exceeded my wildest
dreams.

| bought my new Copper Mica hardtop MX-5 last August and
living in Suncrest at 6400 ft elevation had resigned myself to
driving only my older Ranger through the Winters. This predic-
tion was validated the first couple of times | drove in the

show. It wasn't real pretty on that 10% grade. Responding
almost on a whim, | called Chris Black to inquire about his ad in
the Miata Club's November newsletter selling almost new
Bridgestone Blizzak tires and rims. He had recently sold his MX
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-5. I bought and
installed them on
my car as was as-
tounded at the dif-
ference it
made. Combined
with the traction
control and limited
slip options | have,
this car goes almost anywhere the AWD Subaru used to go. |
have pulled off into the snow or stopped in the snowy gutter in
my driveway attempting to get stuck, and that wonderful
Mazda pulls right out without hesitation. The only limitation
now is the lower ground clearance, but rarely do | leave my
Miata home. Being a hardtop makes this car comparable to
sedan's I've owned (and love the heated seats)So, if anyone
just can't bear the thought of losing their Zoom -Zoom driving
fun during the Winter, you might consider Blizzaks or some-
thing similar. Sure did work for me!

C'mon Springtime!

Blip note:

If I have interviewed you and the
article has not shown up, this is
why. | had some problems with my
hard drive that crashed on me and
lost some files. The newsletter editor
and | also had some confusion on
our e-mail addresses. If | called you
and talked to you about your spot-
light or you e-mailed me a spotlight
article and it hasn't shown up in the newsletter,
please contact me and let me know so | can get this
fixed. | am really sad and vexed that some of them
didn't make it in due to these difficulties. My e -mail
address is trequestrian@gmail.com

Thanks,

Tammy Robinson
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